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huge silver trays; the amber mouth-pieces of the long
pipes are ringed with diamonds; and when the lady
of the house appears, her massive gold ornaments, the
pearls and diamonds on her head-dress, her ponderous
bracelets and anklets, all gold, compel the exclamation
ascribed, truly or not, to the great Prussian General on
his view of London from the top of St. Paul's : * My

------, what a plunder!'   Though, by the way, the word

'plunder' in German has often the simple meaning
of a multitude of good things, quite apart from the
idea of their forcible appropriation; and Blucher, who
was better at tactics than at vocabularies, may very
possibly have only used the English word in its Ger-
man sense, by a too literal translation of his thought.
So be it far from us also to regard with violent
covetousness the festive treasures of our Coptic hostess.
Let us, now that coffee and sherbets are disposed
of, enter into conversation with the master of the
house. We find that he takes little interest in Euro-
pean news and politics; the very names of Gladstone
and Disraeli are possibly unknown to him, and those
of Alexander II. or Napoleon III. excite no sympathy :
in a word, he has small science of the West, and even
less disposition to share or follow its movements. But
if our own reciprocal ignorance permits us to enter on
such topics, we shall find him well instructed in the
history of his own country ; well read, too, in Arab and
Mahometan literature; shrewd and far-sighted in his
views of what may best befit Egypt and her govern-
ment, her agriculture, irrigation, trade, and so forth;
we shall find in him, too, a kindly and tolerant dis-
position, an easy-going view of life, a keen relish for
its pleasures, and a singular love of music, dance, and
song. His tastes, though more refined, are not in kind
unlike those of his dusky and perhaps elder brother